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ZESASESASISSESISS 
April. 6. 16 49. 

To the Supream Authority ofthe 


Nation, the Commons in Parlia- 


ment Aſſembled. 
The Hamble Petition of the Major, Aldermen, 


' Bayliffs,eand Commonaltie of the City of Oxon, 
#2 the Comnty of Oxon, 


Humbly ſheweth, 
RIG = Hat they taking notice of the late memora+ 
=> ble Atts of Parliament, made for regulating 
IUKY of the Privy Councel, and for taking away 
| of the Court of Star-chamber , the high 
| Comiſſion Court,and others of the hke na. 
" ture; and being thereby made ſenſible of 
your worthy intentions to difirſlave the 
free-borne People of this Nation from all marner of Arbi- 
trary Judicature or Power , and enable them to live hike 
Freemen under the known Laws of this Land ; are there'y 
at this preſent emboldned to make known unto you , tlic 
molt intoilerable {uff-rings and oppreMfions, which chey for 
a long time paſt , and yet by an Arbitrary and un-outed 
power exerciſed aver them by the Univerſity of & x97, 
hav- under-gone,and at this time ſuffer , as by pacciculars 
her-unto annexed may appe2r ; 
And for redre(s' whereof yuur diftreſſed Peticioners 
humbly implcre your gracious afliltance. 


And wherezs your Pcitioners at this preſent , partly 
throuzh deczy of irading,and paitly through che long and 
; A 3 Cally 


(4) 
daily payments, taxes, and quartering of Souldiers are very 
much impoveriſhed,and their City abounding with ſuch 
multitudes of poor people, thar they are-not able to relieve 
them, without proviſion ofa convenient ſtock wherewithe 
all ro'ſer thenron work; for the raifing whereof , there is a 
certain. harge- piece.of ground called Portmeaade, lying neer 
the ſaid City, wherein your, Petitioners have the Inheritace 
and the Village of Foolvercet only Common of paſture 
therein by reaſon of vicinage which being encloſed & lea- 
ſed oun for certain years would raiſe a convenient ſtock for 
the relief and ſetting on work of the ſaid poor, The which 
your Petitioners arc vety deſirous, and have much endea+ . 
voured to effeRt,bur hare been,and till are hindred in theſe 
thei! pious, and ove intentions, by the Inhabitants of 
Woolvercor. aforeſaid ; Albeit your Petitioners have been, 
and arewilling to allow them a proportionable quantity 
of ground, to be allotred chem out of the ſaid ground in 
lixy of their 14id Commons | 


Your Petitioners likewiſe humbly pray , that they be 
enabled by Authority of this preſent Parliament j to en« 
cloſe;ond demiſe for ſome competent number of years, 
the (aid ground called Portweade , for the ute aforelail, 
novrey a proportionable quantitie of ground , or other « 
wiſe allowing ſome {ufficient recompence unto the laid 
Inhabitants of Weelvercor in licu thereot, 


All which we refer to the wifdom and judgment 
of this Honorable Houſe, humbly deſiring your ſerious 
and ſpeedy conſiderations , and reſolutions hercin , and 
to make ſuch order for yuur Petittoners relief, touching 
the-premiſes, as you in your grave wifdoms (hall think 
mect and expedient. 


ena we ſoall ever pray,ooc, 


(53 


A Schedule of the Cities Grievances claim» 
cd, and at ſeveral times put in executign againft- 
them by the Univerſity, . 


1; THe [Iniverſity clatmeth power to determine all con? 

troverfies whatſoever, between any perſons whatſoe- 
ver, it onc of the parties be a priviledged perſon (except in- 
caſes of main telony & freehold )&'rhey claim allowance of 
their priviledges in all other Courts, without pleading of 
them, & wichout feezand to try matters of fat without Jury, 
or Withoue open examination of the witneſſes in the caſe, 
bur only in private,before a Regiſterzand' proceed in an Ec 
cleſiaſticall way ,by ciration,excommunication,and thelike; 
contrary to rhe courſe of the Common Laws;and their ſens 
tences are not grounded upon any certain Law,cither Civil, 
Canon, Seatute,or Common Law, but /eennd# equi & bonii, 
and meerly Arbitrary, at the will of the Vice» chancellor, or 
his Vice- chancellor againſt whoſe ſentence, how unreaſonat 
ble ſoever, no Writ of Error will be by them allowed, or 0s 
ther redre(y admitted, but only by appeal befote themſelves, 
In their Convocation or Congregation.in Which particular, 
the Citizens finde themſelves mach grieved, being by thoſe 
proceedings not'only delayed, but oftentimes defcated of 
their juſt debts, without any redreſs at all, 

2. Without any lawfull power they take upon them to 
make Proclamations, thereby impoſing not onely penary 
mus, but alſo impriſonment upon ſuch perſons as ſhal not 
obey their matters contained in ſuch Proclamations,aud this 
not ohly npon Citizens, bu: likewiſe upon all others, dwel-» 
ling within five miles of Oxon, | : 

2. They claim &excrciſe-a power over the Citizens, to1m» 
poſe 40 8, upon any Citizen, being foundout of his houſe af» 
ter 9 of the cloek,albeit it be in the ſummer time; and albert 
they be Conltable in their ſearch tor Fellons,upon perſait of 
[1'- & cry;or Aldermen of the Citygor Jultices of thePgace, 

in 
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in cotveying of Malefaftors to the Goal,or the like; and'for 
detaulc of preſent paymentofthe 40s. to ſend themto pri- 
ſon,there ro. continue until ſatisfa tion made to the Profors, 

4. They claim the fole power of Licenſing of Ale-houſes, 
Brewers, .and Maullters, and uſually take for the making of 
Licences for Brewers ro Brew, and for Maulſters to make 
Maulc 178. 8d, and take Recognizances,of the Ale-houſes 
keepers , bur never returne any of them to the Quarter 
Selſions 


$» They [have challenged to have powers, and de fat 
have exerciſed a power, to pull down the Citizens houſes 
.of Habitation; and ſome of che Butchers Shambles within 
the City. 

" 6. They take upon them power to diſ-common Citizens 
.attheir pleaſure, and co inbibite all priviledged pertons, to 
have any commerce or trading with them ; which power 
they have alſo exerciſed upon divers Citizens. 

7 They exatt from the Mayor and (xty two Citizens, an 
Oath for the maintenance of the Univerſity Priviledges z 
whereas many of their pretended Priviledges are meere 
Ulurpations and Incroachments upon the Liberties of the 
City, which the Citizens by their Oathe are bound to pres 

© 

8, They claim and exerciſe a power toenforce the Major, 
and ſixty two Burgeſſes of the City, to come yearly to Saint 
& Marie: Church on the tenth of February (called by them 
Ws. day) to make an Oblation at the High Altar, of 
fixty three pevce for the apy, == of (ixty three Scholars, 
tempore Ed.,yq. to prociire a Maſs for the ſouls gof the ſixty 
three ſlaughtered perſons; for the non- performance wheres 
of, they give forth, That they will put a bond in ſuit, which 
the City in thoſe daye» entered into to the Univerſity. 

9. They claim a power to make By-laws,thereby to bind 
the Inhabitants of the City, whichare meere ſtrangers, and 
were never called to the making of them. 

ro. They take upon them power to make new Officers, as 
Tole takers of Corn,and the likez and they conſtitute Coro» 
ners, 
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ners, which Office of Right belongeth to the City by their- 
ancient Charters,and Ufage, time out of minde, 

:!. They claim Fellons Goods, and Deodans,- by their 
new Charter, albeit the City time out of memory hath en» 
joyed, and hath rightunto them by their ancient Charters, 
as they conceive ;and albeir, the City be at the cbarge of 
keeping of Fellons,and of the delivery of ther. 

r 2. The Market, the Soyl,and the Streers belong to the 
Citizens,together with Toll, Stallage, and Picage, yet the 
Univerfity claimeth all theſe;and divers times by Proclama- 
tion alter the Market days, wheras the Univerſity have only 
the Clark(hip of the Market,and the perquiſites,and profits 
thereof,belong tothe City toward their Fee-farm Rent. 

© 3-They ſer updivers Taverns inO xon,and will nat per 
mit rhe City to ſer up any,contrary to the true intent of the 
Stature of 77 Ed: 6: 

14+. They clairy power to ſet up Trades within the Ciry, - 
and to authorize Forraigners to exercife any trade there, as - 
fully as a Freeman ofthe City;and that albeit ſuch Forraign= 
er never ſerved as an Apprentice, 

15-In caſe the City puniſheth any irregular Freeman for 
mildemeanour,or make any By-law for regulating of ſuch 
miſdemeanor;t vredonely become ſervant to ſome Maſter 


of Arte,or elſe to be an under Gardner to ſome Colledge,or 
Nall, and thereby exerciſe their Trades, in contempt of the 
City,and their By-laws, & refuſe to pay any payments with 
the Ci pave 

of the Univ 


t ſuch as (hall be warranteble under the Seab' 
yy, 


OI 
April. 30. 1649, 
A P articxuler of the Grievances of the City of Oxoh againſt 
the Univerſitie of Oxon,together with the reaſons thereof 
exhibited unto the Honorable Committee for the regulating 
the [aid (Iniverlity, according to the direttions of an Order 
ofths ſaid Committee of the 26,0f thu inſtant April. 164g, 


t. Greevance T Hat Schollers and Priviledged perſons draw Townf 


LL 


men in ſuit into the Vicechancellors Court for any 
.matrers whatſoever ( except Mayhem , Felony , and 
Free hold)aſwell in caſes where they are Plaintiffe,as where 


they are Defendants: in which particulers , the Cittizens 


conceive they bave jult cauſe of complaint for diverſe rezx 


o 

Firſt , for that by the UF "OWE; of Hen.t. Hem. 
Hen.2 Edw.3.and divers other ſublequent Charters con- 
firmed by aQ of Parliament and allowed by Juſtyces in Eyre 
and in the Courts at Weltminſter,they ought not to be im- 
pleaded ont of their own Court,bur to have their tryall in 
their own Court according to the Cuſtomes and uſages of 


. London,for that they 'are: by their Charters to cnjoy the 


{ame libertyes and cuſtomes,and the Perquifites and Profits 
of their Court are.parcell of their Feeefarme which would. 
be left or at leaſtwilc leſſened in caſe that.their fwits and 
tryals ſhould. Goin eks Chancellours Court,as well where a 
priviledged perſonjs Plaintiffe as Defendant: ( there being 
at this preſent neare about a third part of the Houlcholders 
within the Citty priviledged by the Univerſity, as is .con- 
ceived. ; 

Secondly,For that the proceedings in the Univerſi- 
ey Court are by citation Vis & Mods, Libell,Excommu-» 
nication,and the like,and the ſentences of the Chancellor, 


\ or his Vicechancellor,or Commiſlarye not confined or cy- 


ed ro any certeine Lawe;either Civit;;Cannon,or Common 
Lawe.But either according to any of theſe,or according to 
the Cuſtomes & ſtatutes of the Univerſitye heretofore uſed 
or 


or hereafter to be ordeined , or according to his and theix 
beſt diſcretion, notwithſtanding any ſtatute wharfoever 
either made or to be made,againit whoſe ſentence ( be the 
ſame juſt or unjuſtthere is no remedy either by removi 
the cauſe to any of the C of Weſtminſter either of 
Law or equitie or otherwiſe then before themſelves, 

Thirdly,for that diverſe Citizens have commenced ſeve= 
rall ſuits in that Court both for juſt debrs due unto them by 
bond,as alſo for mſafferable injuries committed againſt 
them by priviledged men after long and tedious ſuits of 3 
or 4 yearesftandinge,and much expence,have beene deſtt» 
tute of any redrefle there at all. 

Feurthly for that(as the Cittizens conceive ) that Court 
and the order and manner of their proceedings confiſteth 
not with the preſent Conſtitution of the Commonwealth 
orthe Libertye of the People,this particular not onely con» 
cerning the Cittizens of Ox» , but all others who ſhall 
have any commerce or dealing with a Scholler or a Privis 
ledged Perſon. 


The Y niverſity claimeth a power to impriſon,and to im- 4 Greevance 


poſe a mult of 405.upon any Cittizen being out of his 
houſe after nyne a clocke at night without ſuch reaſo= 
nable cauſe as the Profters or Vicechancellor (hall allowe 
of.the Procter having the benefit of the Mul& , and this 
hath beene excrciſed nor onely npon private Cittizens bur 
upon the publique Magiſtrates and Ottficers of the Citty, as 
Bailifes, Conſtables,and the like being in the execution of 
their offices to preſerve the peace,to puriue Hue and Cryes 
to keepe watch and ward , Convey offenders to priſon 
by vertue of the Iuſtyce of peace warrants , to preventel- 
capes from the Gaole , whereof the Bailiff-s have the 
chardge and thelike,which the Cittizens conceive to be a 
great Greevancecontrary to the great Charter and other 
lawes to their Native and juſt liberties, the rather for that 
the fyve Aldermen and eight Aſſiſtants of the Citty, beſides 
What the Law of the Land requires are by their Auncient 
Charters and by their Oathes bound to ſearch for and aps 

B prehend 


3s 


3 Greevance 


& (rreevance - 
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rehend MalefaRors within the Citey aſwell by nighe xs * 
y day, Neverthelefle the ſaid Citizens can deſire no lefſe, 

but that if the Major or- any Officer of the Citty finde any 

priviledged perſon diſorderly and irregutar they may have 


power and libertye to ſeeure them untill they may be {erit 


to the Vieechancellor or ProRor,and they to deale in like 
manner with the cictyzens. But that the Vniverſitye ſhould 
impoſe ſuch a mulR and inflit impriſonment for Non pay» 
ment upon a Cittizen that 1s abroad after ſuch a tyme a- 
bout his lawfull-occaſions, and te make the Profor jadge | 
in 4s awne cauſe whether it was a lawfull occaſion or nor; 
he being to have the 403. And for acivill manto goe to the 
Vicechancellor for leave to be our of his houſe after nyne 
of the clocke or not to ſtirre abroad before 4 of the clocke 
in the morning is conceived þy as to be @ greater tyrannye | 
then is fit for any freeman to beare, | 

That the Vniverſitye have heretofore reſlrained all Baz 
kers and Brewers within the precins of the Citty and 
Suburbs thereof to bzke or brew within the Citty, except 
they firlt take a Lycence from the Vniverſfity , for which 
they challenge 17.81, and alſo enforcech them to take an 
oath to obſerve (ſuch aſlize as the Vicechuncellor from time 
to time ſhall appoint,the which the-Cirtizens conceive t& 
be a Greevance and aburthen both in icfpect of the money 
extorted from them,there being no ſuch fomme of money 
due by the Lawes of this Land for fu.ch lycence , a8 2Ifo for | 
that they conceive it moſt proper and peculier for the Citty 
to (et up: and order Trades within the Citty where they 
ferved as Apprentice, and tor other reatons hereafter men- 
tioned in the Greevance concerning Irades being contrary 
to the Liberty of the People. and privilege no waics fute 
table or proper(as the Citizens conceive} for Scholters to 
preten: unto. | 
The Vice-chancellour heretofore hath by power pull d 
down ſome Cittizcns houſes of habitation for which thcre 
as yet hath noſatisfaftion been made either ro ihe Tenant 
or. ſenants in poſſeſſtvn, or to the Eirtzens wh 112d the #1 


LY 
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' heritance thereof, as namely in particuler the houſe of one 
Tredwell, then worth t ol. per annum, and the houſe of one 
Maſter Chambers worth 6/. pen annum, for which it is con« 
ceived the Univerſity ought to-make fſatisftaftion both :ta 
the Tenants and the Citty. 

The Cittizens conceive it tobe a great preſſure and in- 
confiſtent with the Principles of charity, or the liberties of 
the people, or the lawes of the Land to inhibic all the 
Members or priviledged perſons of the Univerſity to have 
any commerce, trade, or dealing with fuch Citizens as the 
Vice-chancellour or ProRor at their liberty ſhall diſlike, ir 
being a meanes to breed enmity berweene neighbour and 
neighbour ; and to hinder mutuall amitye betweene friend 
nd friend, as alſo tendingto a Monopoly: of Trading, and 
done for the maintaining of ſome private intereſt,of meere 
will and power againſt the publique intereſt of the Citties 
Liberties. And alſo to the utrer ruine and deſtruction at 
their pleature of any Citizen and his family in their Trade- 


Toneching the Oath that the Vniverſity demandeth of the 


Major and of the Cittizens. © 

' The Gittizenstake it as a grievance and burthen ro theie 
Conſciences, ( which they hope the wiſdome and Piety of 
the Parliament will not ſuffer) ro have an Oath impoſed 
upon them in Generall Tearmes to mainteine the Priviled= 
ces of the Univerſicy, the Citizens not knowing what they 
xc And the Univerſity pretending all to be jult which they 
claime ; And beſides the Maior by his oath is bound to 
mainetaine all the rights and liberties of the Citty, many of 


which de claſh and ſtand in oppoſition to divers of thoſe . 


which the Univerfitye claime. 

The Citizens finde themſelves very much agreeved that 
the Maior and 62 Cittizens with him ſhould be compelled 
to come to St. Marier yearly upon the tenth day of Febru- 
#-7e to make an oblation there at the high Altar of 63 pence 
for the ſoules of 63 ſchollers or Priviledged perſons ſlaine 
inthe time of Edw.3'. This in the 'Originall being groſle 
{aperſtition and the memorye and conzinuance of it to be 

| S 4. totally 
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totally aboliſhed without any memorial! thereof to be ab< 
terved. And therefore _ and defire that one Inden» 
ture and one obligation ofthe penalty of 1000 markes en- 
rered into by Diaries the Univerſity in theſe dayes 
of ſuperſtition, for the continuance of that ſuperſtitious 
anniverſary , may be delivered up to the Entizers ro be 
eancelicd,and the ebloquie putupon the Citizens by reaſon 
ak thisCeremonye quite aboliſhed, And whereas the Uni- 
verſity now fayth that they wil be content with the $8. gd 


pry annum and difpenſe with the ſuperſtitious Ceremonye. 


the Cirtizens defyre by the wiſdome and Authority of Tar: 
liament they ſhallbee excuſed from any ſuch acknowledg.. 
ment of that ſervile and ſuperſtitious nature ,: Not that 
wee would contend with the Vniverfity for ſuch ſmall 
matters (towards whom we ever have, and ſhall reſpeQive- 
ly Tomport our ſelves) but that we may not part with our 
hberries at any rate nerbeare witneſle againſt cheeruth. 
- The ' Vniverſity claimerh power to make Bilawes to 
bind the Inbabitants of the Cittye, end'tolay both pecus 
1 imprifonment upen'the breakers' thereof 


.asupon Taylors that have made Gownevefter other faſhi- 


beene ſer downe in their Private orders, 


' The Vniverſitye claimeth Fellon's goods and Deodands 

which the Cittizens take as a Greevance for that by their 

Auncient Charters they are by apt words granted unto them 

And moreover the Cittizens have the Cuſtodye and charge 
of the Gaole and of the Priſoners, and the power to dclis 
ver the Gaole and lyable ro all eſcapes, And itſeemeth un- 
reaſonable that Cittizens ſhould be at all che chargeand the 
| Vniverſity 
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VYniverſitye to have all the profit, andſuch perſiquites (bes 
ſides for the reaſons aforeſaid) may feeme not yery proper 
nor convenient for ſchollers to trouble themſelves withall. 

The Vniverkey inhibiteth the Citty from ſetting up any 
Tavernes within theCitty,or the ſelling of Wine by retaile,, 
the whichghe Cittizens conceive re be againſt the true 
meaning of the Stat. 7.Ed4w,6. And againſt diverſe of the 
auncient Charters of the Citty , and therefore defir e that 
this grievance likewiſe may be redrefſed. 

The Vniverſity afſumeth power te ſet up Trades within 
the Citty, and to authorize Forraigners to exerciſe Trades 
there, albeit they never ſerv'd asan Apprentice, the which 
the Cirtizens take as a great Greevance and oppreſſien , It 
being granted unto them by divers and ſundry auncient 
Charters and confirmed in Parliament That no perſon or 
perſons whatſoever,who are not of their Guilde' ſhall (et up 
any Trades or ' fell by Retaile with thera , much lefle that 
ſuch that have not ſerved as Apprentices, nor are liable to 
performe duties or ſervices of the Gommonwealth as they 
pretend. 


The Cirtizens are willing that the YVniverſity may enjoy 
and continue all juſt and due Priviledges , which either 
make for the advancement of Learning,or are fit for them 
to enjoy,but any priviledge or praftize, which exalts it 
{elfe above the power of the Civill Magiſtrate , whichis 
founded upon ſuperſtition or Tyranny, or which is inconſt- 
ſtent with che freedome and juſt Immunities of a fubjeR or 
free Cittyzen,they hope and earneſtly pray may be by the 
wiſdome and goedneſle of this Parliament quite aboliſhed. 


July 
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To the Petition, 


Hereas the Petitioners charge the 
4} Univerſity with the exerciſe of an 
ASSAY Avbitraryand wlimited power 0- 
\\W/EW | ver them to their-moſt intolerable 
ſufferings and oppreſſions, which 
| they pretend they have for a long 
time nndergone, G& af this trme fut. 
( although the Petitioners by their Councell at 

_ all rimes before this Honorable Committee 
have acquitted rhe preſent G1 avernors of the Uni- 
veriity from any ſuch charge,and aithongh theUni= 
-erliry for ma ny years now late vaſt have ſuffered 
it W1002S, & diminucions of their fuſt & ancient ' 
hrs 3 OF the! Vent! !Oncrs,v/110 mvVetraken UPOn them 
r> Gciſmoffeſbe them of ſome ot them betore com- 
| thers witle cher complaint is yet de- 
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We anfwer and ſay, That the Ywiverity neither 
hath exerciſed, nor does challenge the exerciſe of any Arbia 


Srery payer or juriſdetFien over the CirtiFens 3 But onely 
ful, juſb Power as they are by Law aud Cuſtome confirmed 
by AG of Parliament warranted ante. 


Concernim 2 Port meat. 


1, We anſwer and deny.that the Penitioners have 
the inheritevec of the ſaid Meadow, but only a ri2hr 
of: Common, and thar divers Colleges in the Uni: 
verſity,and their Tenants , and other men, are ( as 
_ wecanceive) equally intereſſed ;with the Petitio+ 
ners in 4 right of Common in that Mcadow. 

a. That the number of poore People, both now and 
heretofore abounding in the Citty, is very much 
occaſioned by the Petitioners illegall ereting of 
mulcicudes of Cottages upon the Towne wall and 
Ditch,which they rent out to ſuch poore people, & 
thereby much enhance their ewn Revenues to the 
prejudice and impoveriſhing of che Univerſity , by 
whoſe Free and charitable Contributions thoſe 
paore are exceedingly relieved and mainteined, 

3.Thatif all the Charitable donations given to 
maiateine the Poore of Oxford by ſeverall Members of 
the Univerſity were rightly imployed by the Petitio- 
ners to that end for which they were given , they 
could not want a convenient ſtock wherewithall to 
ſer them on worke,as we conceive. 

4+\Thatthe improvemeat deſired by the incloſure of 
Por tmead would not be only to the prejudice of the 
righr of ſeverall Colledges and their Tenants in re- 
ſpec of their ſaid right of Common therein, but to the 

generall 


, 
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generall impoveriſhment of the Poore inhabitants of 
the Citty, whoclaime and aſe alike righrof Com- 
mon inthe ſaid ground, which hath beene,and is a 
great ſupport to them, and therefore whenthe like 
dcligne of encloſure hath heretofore been artemp- 
ted by the richer Cittizens, ithas been mainely op+ 
; poſed and hindred by the Poore inhabitants of © xo; 
and ſo (we conceive)they doe oppoſe it at preſent. 
Andit is to be confidered that the Piece of ground 
which they defire to encloſe containes by eſtimari- 
oncight hundred Acres of rich Meadow. 
5.If the Citry have the inheritance of Port-mea- 
dow,8that it ſhal be thought fit to give way to ſuch 
an incloſure as is defired for the ends by them pro- 
poſed,the Vniverſfitic will not oppole,ſo as their in- 
tereſt in the diſpoling,and the right of the Colleges 
and their refpeRive Tenants be preſcrved,or a valu- 
able conſideration given them in recompence of 
| their ſaid Common in the ſaid Meadow. 


To the firſt CAviicle of the Citties 
pretended Grievances. 


I. E anſwer and ſay, That the Vniverſi- 
VV* hath,time ont of minde, ( and are 
warranted ſoto doe by divers Charters confirmed 
by Act of Parliament) exerciſed Power and Juridie 
Zion in all Cauſes mentioned in this Article, where- 
of or wherein a Privil-dgcd perion is one party. 

2. Wedoeclaime Aiovance of our Priviledge 
for ſuch Perſons juſtly privileged, as rhe Chancel- 
lour ſhall under the Common ſeale certifie to any 
Court ta be {0 gs ; & we have had it with- 

out 


X (15) 
out the formalitie or charge of long pleading, pay« 
ing only a fee for the allowance of the Certificar, 

| We have ever procceded according to the 
courſe'of the Civell Lawes,and: after witneſles have 
been openly produced in Court and ſworne, their 
examigations are taken in writing by the Judge and 
Regiſter,&; then publiſhed that all-parties may have 
Copies otthem, accordisg'tothe courſe of tne Ci- 
vill Law,the High Court of Chancery, and the Ad- 
miraley. 

4.. Wedoenot proceed in at- Eccleſiaſtical way, 
but-in Cauſes Ecctefiaſticall. 

-5« Sometimes heretofore we have uſcd the 
cenſure of Excommunication againſt our own Mem- 
bers at the inſtanceand for the benefit of the Citti- 
zens; but not ſothele fifteenor ſixteen yeares, and: 
that courſe beingnowin-cffeR aboliſhed by AR of 
Parliament,ircannot be matter of prefent or futute 
Grievance tothe Petitioners, \ 

6. Wedoeuſe Summons or C:tations at firſt, be« 
fors we grant ont an Arreſt againſt petſons of qua- 
lity, and ſuch as are likely' to abide. and continue 
within the juriſdition : But againſt Strangers that 
have no abiding there;and againſt ſuch agare like to 
flip we-doe grant Arreſts without any previous Ci- 
ration; 

7. Thatoonr Sentences are { as the Pctitioners 
untruly laggeſt} meery arbitrary and grounted upon 
no Lew,but at.the will of the Fuaze,we deny;For in his 
Sentences the Jiidge followes the Jaſtice and Equi- 
ty ofthe Civill Law, and Common Law, atd ihe 
Starures of the Land, againſt which he cannor nor 
C005 \not judge, 


8. It 
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$, Ifthe Judge bethought to have judged ecr- 
ronioufly or unjuſtly, }rir5 of Errerare'nat brought 
to QUr Court , 'becaules. the manner ofiproceedings 
there are not as at the Common Law , bur rhe party 
erteved may cither appeale,qr complaine of a nuftiry, 
and have redrefle, And it it be appealed in the Vni- 
verſity there are there appointed /yearely fower or 
hve Do&tors, and ſome Mafters from the-Congre. 
gation and Convocation to heare the complaint, & 
trom their judgements there lics an Appeale to the 
Supream Power in Chancery , where the Juges of 
the Land & other learned Lawyers.both Common 
and Civill have uſually been nominated Judges De. 
legates,as inthe Admiralty-and Prerogative Court. 


The Vaniverfity does chime the Nigbt-welteand 
by Cuſtome confirmed by AR of Bathamenc hath 
exerciſed the ſame time beyond the memory of 
man; and that if any-man be found by the Proctors 
abroad in the night without a 7£4ſanable canſe, bythe 
{ame Cuſtome he is liable re pay forty. (hillings for 
his NaZ7ivegationz & this extends as welkto Townl- 
men as Schollers or Strangers. But fer barely 4ceng 
abroad about a mans owne private,or any other pub- 
lique occaſions, ſuch asare ſpecified in this Article, 
we abſolutely. deny. C1943: 7 ul | 

2 Wefurther affirme,rthat if any mar be taken 
-in the Night he may pur in Bayle and ſhew' 2 reato. 
nable cauſe of iuch his being abroad the next day, 
or a5 ſoone as he can, and upon his ſo'doing he/is't0 
be diſmiſſed without any pay ment, 


Cz == 
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9g. Ifany PtoRot have at ary time tranigrefled 
the juſt bounds of their power, the Vniverſity does 
not avow them in it,the party greived may take his 
courſe againſt him. 


To the Fourth. 


The Vaniverſity time out of minde hath uſed the 
fole power of admitting or Licenpng Common 
Brewers. ; 

To the Fifih, 


The Vniverſity never did cblenge or exerciſe any 
ſuch power as is mentioned in this Article. 


To the Sixth. 

The Vaiverſity doth not take upon them to Diſ. 
common any man «tf pleeſure ; but only upon very: 
great cauſe and wrong to the Vniverſity after mo. 
nition and due proceedings, and that by common 
conſcar in Convocation. 


To the Staventh. 

The Vniverfity by feverall Charters confirmed 
by ARof Parliament does. require an 04th of the 
Major and fixty two Cittizens, to maintaine their law- 
fallPriviledges, & fo itis-expreſſed in the Oath. 


T6 the Eighti 

The Vaiverſity doth challenge by Agreement- 
and Indenture under the common Seale of the 
Towne-Corporation the offering of ſixty three 
pence yearely by the Major and fixty two Burgeſes: 
But without any-relation to the High-_41tar, or 
Maſe, or the Soples of fo many perſons Maine, 

: Ts 


"+ 
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Tothe Ninth. 


The Vaiverſity by Cuſtome confirmed by A& 
of Parliament does claimea power. te make Zy- 
Lawes,for the good government of the Vniverſity 
and the Peace of the Place, in ſuch things as belong 
folely tothe juriſdition of the Vniverſity , whereby 
the Townes men as well as others are obliged in 
order to the peace and good government of theVni- 
verſity: Burt in chings charbeloag to the goverit- 
ment of the Citty we meddle not. | 


To theeleventh, 


The Vniverſity claimes Felons Goods and Deodends 
by an ancient Charter confirmed by AQ of Par- 
liament; and we deny that the City has any right: 
tothem. at all. 


To the Thirteenth, 


The Vniverlity does /icenſe Tavernes in Oxford, 
according tothe true intent of theStatute 72 Zaw.6rtt 
and the perſons ſo licenſed are, and may: be 
Towneſmea as well as Priviledged perſons. And 
the Citty hath no right to ſetup any. 


To the Fowerteenth; 


The Vniverſity by ancient Caſtome and ſeverall 
Charters confirmed by Atof Parliament, and ſpe- 
ciall Compoſitions with the Citty doth claime,that 
Priviledge perſons may exerciſe Trades according to 
the Law, as farre forth as any Towneſmen: But a- 
gainſt the Law [as not having ferved as an Appren- 
ficein fuch Trades where the Law requires it ; wee 
neither challenge nor cxerciſe any more power 
then che Citrizens themſelves. ; To 
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Tothe Second, Tenth, Twelfth, and Fifteenth, and 
pag: of che Foarth we have forborne to anſwer, in 
ret uCttePetitioners have omitted .them ;1n- their 
14 papet p?*"G/ev2:0; of the 19th of Apriliand by 
call As. chi Audience of this Committee 
unonthe 21 of 7axe did openly declare they would 
notinfiſt ppon them. 


Tothe Paper of Reaſons exhibited by the 
Petitioners 4pril{ 30, 16'49. 
7. Tothe Reaſans of their firſt Grievance. 


1. P2PAO thefirſt Realon of their firſt Grievance 
* Weanſwer, and deny it co, be true that 
they have any ſuch Charter lowed in 
Fre, or any ſuch Cuſftome as is pretended, viz Not 
70 be ſued ont of their own Court ; Nor ought to have 
forthereaſons:following. | 
- > 2. For thatthe Vniverſity Court and the juriſ- 
diction thereof, is of a higher antiquity then any 
Charter ofthe Citrizens legally confirmed con« 
cerning their Court. | 
. 2. Forthat in the.maRt and principall Charters 
ofthe Citty, as allo.in ſuch As ot Parliament as 
tend tothe confirmation ot them, there is an ex- 
prefle {aving of all the Rights and Priyiledges of 
che Univerlity, 

3. For that 4t appears by commen pracice that 
the Cirtizens mutually ſue one, another in the 
Courts at Weſtminſter andelſcwhere, both by 0- 
riginall Suits commenced in thoſe Courts, and 


by 
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by removing their Suits out of their own Contt 
by Writs of Habeas Cor pms, Certiorars, and Writts 
of Error, | | 
4. For that they are ordinarily ſued by: Serans 
gers both in the Courts at Weſtminſter, and in o« 
ther Courts; and we cannot find that ever they 
pleaded any ſuch Charters of Exempiiongorit they 
did, thatany ſuch' Plea was: ever allowed'to 
them, Whereas the Vniverſitics'Priviledge hath 
been frequently pleaded andiinall ages 'altowed, 


1 2. Whereas the Petitioners! clajme by their 
Charters the ſame Liberties and Cuſtomes with' Londin. 


We anſwer. | 
r» The Petitioners have not made it” appezre;* 
norſo much as aſſerted,that Zondou has; any ſiich* - 

Liberty or Cuſtome, whereby Thy may'not ſut** 

| ' & be ſucd ont of their own Courts. 

2. That ſuppoſing 7/ey haveſich a Liberty or 
Cuſtome arpreſent,yet the Petitioners have-not 
made it appeare,or ſomtch as affertedrhar! Loas 
40 had'any firch Liberry/at or befoterhetimh&ob 
the Grant of thoſe furmiſed Charters ro'the' Cit« 
ty of Oxford, | 

3. That'divers other Citties' af Boroughs. in 
Enzlaytthave by their refpeaive! Charters (like? 

Grants of the fame Liberries"whh=Lvmop rant 
00n,who yet are not exeimpredfromtaidgiand- 

| being ſued ont'of their'own Contrs 7 tw - 

| 4\ Thar it'will appeate thavthemeſtranciene; 

Charter vrhich the Citty of 0v0nemprerendiro, 

in Clation tothe liberties of Zondbn, iu terly res) 

pugnant 
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Pugnant to it ſelfe as to the principall of thoſe, 
Liberties. 

5» That Cuſlome is the work of rime, and grows 
without Charter,and theretore cannot be gran- 
ted by Charter, 

- 6. That the Cu/tomes of London are of great va- 
_ . rietyto ſomeof which ( ——— cc 

Charter be generall for all }the Cittizens of 0.x» 
Aoe not pretend, andto other ſome when they 
have laid claime by ſuits at common Law, by pe- 
titiontothe Lord Major aad Aldermen of Zon- 
don,by petition in Parliament, and by pleadings 
in Eyre,their claime ha's not been allowed. 


[{|3- Whereas the Petitioners ſuggeſt that theic 


Fee; Farme would be either loſt or leſſened in caſe their 
ſaits and tryalls ſbould be in the Chancellors Conrr, 


We anſs wer. 

x. That ever fince the Borough of 0x9» was firſt 
rented out to that Corporation in FeeFarm, they 
have continually falne in their Rent,burt enhan- 
ced their Revennes by challenging and taking ſe» 
verall particulars as belonging to their FeeFarme 
which in truth are no parts of it. 

2. That granting the perqui/ites of their Coart 
from the proper Suiters to be part of their Fee 
Farme,yettheir ſuing and being ſued in the Vni- 
verſity Court , where a Scholler or priviledged 
perſon is one party , would nothing impaire the 
_ Joſtpergaifites of their Court or Fee Farme, inre- 


_ gard it was never otherwiſe fince they had cither 
Court or Fee Farme in Oxon. 


4 Whereas 
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11] 4+ Whereas the Petitioners conceive there are | 


at this preſent neare about 4 third part ofthe houſhol- 
ders within the Citty Priviledged by the Univerſity, 


We anſwer. 


1. That we conceive a /enth part of the Houl- 
holders within the Citty and Suburbs are not 
priviledged perſons; Anc that as the benefit of 
their priviledge by the daily growing oppreſlt- 
ons and vexations of the Petitionets is in a man. 
ner wholy deſtroyed, ſo the number of privi- 
ledged perſons is much lefle then ever it was 
heretofore within the memorv of man, | 

2. Thar if it were true which the Petitioners. 
ſuogeſt, it thence followes, that the Petitioners © 
by deſiring ( as they doe in their laſt Article ro 
reſtraine Al Priviledged perſons from exerciſing 

- any Trade within the Citty , doe thereby deſire 
to expoſe 4 7hird part of the Houſholders within 
the Citty as ( being priviledged, asthey ſay) to 
want and beggery-. 


To the ſecond Reaſon 
We anſs wers 


That ic proceeds wholly upon miſtakes of the 
manner and rules of proceeding in the Vniverſity 
Court which we conceive we have ſufficiently clea- 
red in our former Anſwerto their Firft Arcicle of 
GritVaBcess | | 


'D 


To 
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Tothe Third Reaſon 
We Reply. 


That there is as quick expedition in our Court as 
in any other Courts, and they may as well obje& 
That divers perſons commenced ſeverall Suits in the 
Conrts at Weſtminſter for iuſt debts due unto them by 
bond and for ininries committed againſt them , and yet 
(it may be for want of good proofe by witneſſe or 
otherwiſe, as for want of able Councell, or carefull 
Artturneiesto look well to their pleadings and exe- 
cutions,or tor want of abilitic in the parties ſued)af- 
ter long and tedious ſuits and much expence have been de- 
ſtitute of any redrefſe ; and therefore this manner of 
reaſoning is notatall concludent, being an argumet 
drawne 4nm cauſa ut Ceuſa,' which'ifir were of any 
force, we might cafilyrurne the edge of it upon the 
Petitioners by giving inſtance in a Privitedged per. 
ſonwhoha's a Cauſe now or lately depending in 
the Town Caurt,werein he fires divers Cittizens for 
a juſt dobt.upon bord, and thongh his debr & bond 
were well proved or ready to» be proved by fuffici- 
ent witneffes,and no detec in his- Councell or At- 
rurney,nor any diſability in the Defendants, yet 
could he nor get his money in that Court , after a 
long andtediaus luje necriyvo yeares, and much cx- 
pence. Yet is avtthe Court tobe blamed , burthe 
dikatorie cunning of the Deterdants; and 'we cannot 
think it reaſvnablezo charge the faylings of men,or 
other intervening caſualtics, upon the L:w or the 
Court,either theirs or outs ; the duc proceedings of 
which later are in themſelves, as compendious as of 
any other ordinary Courr whatſocver, 


To 
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Taothe Fowerth and laſt Redfan, 
We anſwer, 


7; That ſuch Courts as ours have been found 
by long experience to conf} very well with the 
moſt Aouriſhing Commonweairhs that (ever were or 
are in the world,and with the liberty of thole peo. - 
ple who had or have no other order or manner of 
proceedings in their Courts then {uch as is objected 
r0 OUrs, 

3. That ( as we humbly conceive )the wiſdome 
of this Stare in former ages thought it fit that our 
Anceſtors ſhould uſe the pracice of the-Civell Lawes 
in our Court,the better to traine up young Students 
in the knowledge of chem, that they mightethereby 
be made more lerviceable to the Common-wealth 
in affaires at home and abroad.. * 

3. That our Univerſity Court is of ſuch antiqui- 
ty that the Common Law Bookes , and-{ome'very 
ancienttake frequent notice of it, the proceedings 
thereof being alwaics allowed by the Common- 
Law. And the Lord Chicf Juſtice Cooke in his Book 
0f the Fur dition of Courts inEnglana(lately publiſh- 
ed by authority of the Honorable Houſe of Com- 
mons jmakes honorable mention. of the Courts in 
both the Univertities, 

4. Thar ifthe Cirtizens be plaintiffes ( as moſt 
commonly they are) beſides rhe expedition which 
they may finde there, They may have the benefit of 
the Defendants Oath to caſe chem in their proofes 
They may have ood ſureties pur into Court not ons 
ly to bring in the Defendants but allo to pay rhe 


Tndgement and Cofts of Suit, They may arreſt not only 
D2 | the 


S 2 
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the Body of any Priviledged perſon, but allo his 
£00as, debts and things in CACTion. : | 

5. That though rhis particular { if it were a grie- 
yance) does not only concerne the Cittizens of 0x. 
on, but all others who ſhall have any, commerce or 
dealing with Schollers or Priviledged perlons , yer 
have »o others complained of cur Court, and the 
Petitioners of all others have leaſt cauſe. 

6. That we doe not challenge or exerciſe any 0- 
ther juriſdiRion over the Petitioners or others in 
the Vniverfity Court then the Cittizens of 0x0 
themfelves, and all ormoſt other Citties and Bo- 
roughs in Exg/and doe claime and daily practice 
without contradiction over all other free-borne 
people of the Land; to wit, to Arreſt and compell 
them to anſwer in their reſpeQive Coutts, if they 
tan be there legally attached to Anſwer, 

7. That we doe not claime or exerciſe any grea- 
tex or other Priviledge in this particular then ( as 
we conceive) is graated toand uſed by other Vni- 
yerfities in» Zwrope as well as ours; co wir, to ſae and 
be fued beforetheir own Iudge, a Priviledge indul- 
ged to them and us i» favour of Learning , That 
Schollers may not be called abroad to anſwer Suits, 
to the great neglect of their ſtudies, and expence of 

| their time and money. | 
[4 | 8. That in mix: Suites where one party is of 
k the Priviledge of the Yniverſity, and the other of 
the Citty fince it cannot be otherwiſe, but ſuch 
Cauſes muſt be heard and determined cither 'in 90y 
Cours, ar the Towne Courr, or both muſt be ſubjeR 
| Ft! 
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ro 2 forraigne juriſdition ( which would be equal- 
ly repugnant to the Priviledges of both Bodies, no 
way advantageous untothem, and extreamly incon- 
venient for us) we cannot bur conceive it more con- 
ſonant to juſtice, and withall more convenient that 
the Priviledge of the Yniver/ity ſhould herein rake 
place of theirs, | 


1. Becauſe this Priviledge has been anciently 
grantedto us, and we have been many hundred 
years in poſſeſjon of it,and itis alſo confirmed un- 
ro us by Act of Parliament, . 

2- Becauſe the Iudges in the Vniverſity 
Court, having no intere(t in the particular Suits 
brought before them, cannot be thought other 
then indifferent; Whereas if Scholers thould be 
Sued inthe Towne- Court where the Major and 
Bayliffes, Judges and Jury, are all Tradeſmen, it 
| — is very muchto be feared it would goe hard with 
the poore Schollers. 

3- Becauſe ( as wehumbly conceive ) the 
Vniverfity is ſtill (as it has alwaies been reputed) 
the more noble Corporation, more Serviceable 
inthe publique, and in which the whole Nation 
has a greater intereſt then in the Cirty or Citti- 
zens; who forthe moſt part are beholding to . 
the Vaiverfity for much of their livelyhood and 
lubſiſtence Cas themſelves in che fift Article doe 
imply} whereas wc have no dependence upon 
tiem , but only wares for our mony at deare 
I KtTCY, 
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4, Laſtly Becauſe. (as we likewiſe conceive) 
if the Petitioners ſhould prove ſo unfortunately 
ſuccellefylli theig deſires as to obraine the libec. 
ty of Sying Schollars in their Towne- Court, it 
would prove. in, the end very prejudiciall to 
them(elves; for beſides that it would miniſter oc. 
 caſions 'of diſcontent and continuall quarrells 
betwixtthe Bodics , it would deterre Schollars 
from having any dealing or commetce with their 
new. Judges.the Cittizens, 


I © 


To the. Reaſons of their ſecond Grievance , made up 
with divers ſpecious inſtances to caſt aſperſions UP 
on the Vaiyerſitics Right and Priviledge of the 
Nyght-walke, 

We CAnſwer. 

r, Thatthis Right and Cuſtome is ſo ancient, 

ſoſtrengthned by confi:mation of Parliament, and 


the benefit thereof ſo great ro all inhabitants by 


the carefull praQice ang exerciſ2 of it, and the con- 
tinuance of it fo abſolutely neceſſary far the good 
governmentof the. Vaiverlity, (eſpecially, for ſe- 
curing younger Schollars againſt the many tempra- 
tions to lewdneſle and looſcneſle, which they ordi- 
narily are expoſed to by meanes of ſuch Townel. 
men as make their own advantage out of the others 
luxyry and dehoyſtneſſe) that no man of any civill 
converſation, Stranger,Sojourner, Cittizen, or 0- 
ther, hath eyer expreſſed the leaſt relutancy againſt 
it: As for ſuch diſorderly walkers, who are of a 


contrary diſpoſition, it is uſed only to reduce them 


to 
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to civility; and the Ptoors exerciſe the like pow. 
er over them, which the Conſtables and Magiſtrates 
in other places are allowed by the Lawes of the 
land, to preſerve the quier of the place, and to pu-- 
niſhthe miſdemeanors of ſuch as are diſorderly, 

2+ Wedoe not know that any ProQors ever ex- 
erciſed ſuch power over the Publike Magiſtrates of 
the Citty in the due execution of their offices as is 
charged in this Article: Or if any did the parties 
grieved might have their remedy againſt them; the 
Vaiverſity does not claime any ſuch power. | 

3. Weanſwer and deny That the Citty have a- 
ny ſuch ancient Charters concerning five Aldermen 
and eight Aſsiftants of the- Citty as is pretended in 
this Article. | | 

4. Welikewiſc deny that inthe cafe of Not7va- 
2ation the Proftors are any 7«dges at all, but only Re- 
I2tors of the Offendors; norare they to have the 
forty ſhillings , but only the halfe in caſe of legall 
conviction, as in all other caſes of mulas, 

5. As for whar the Petitioners have” propoſed as 
an expedient in this point, Thar rhe Towne officer 
may have as much power over us, as the Vniverſiiy Offi" 
cers over them, we conceive it would be neither j«ſ# 
nor ſafe for them to endeavour or us to confentto 
the divideing ther power with them which by Law 
1nd'pracice is wholly ours, and whieh'is lo ablo- 
utely neceffary to the well governing of the 'Voi- 
verſity. Beſides, we conceive That'it both parties 
ſhovld walke in the Night it would'breed accafion 
of quarrells and tumuits if not blood-ſhed. And 
how line cavilethe DNeririoners have to comune 
Q 
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t1* A+ 


their Bady, whoſe diſorders made them jut{tly ob. 
noxious to that power, whether they have not uſu- 
ally been much more favorably dealt with then the 
members of our own Body: Laſtly, To the Teſtimony 
of many other civill Gentlemen both of our owne 
and forraigne Nations, who in times of pcace did 
uſe to come and ſojourne in Oxford; whether they 
did conceive it any Greivance to them to be ſub- 
jet to this and other rules of government of the 
Univerfirty,which the Petitioners are pleaſed to tra- 
duce as arbitrary and Tyrannical, 


TIT. 
To the Reaſons of the Third Greivance, 
We anſwer. 


7. That the Univerſity having the undoubted 
Aſie of Bread and Beere ( and the 0ath for the ob- 
ſerving that Aſſhze belng a neceſſary conſequent de- 
pending on it) the right and ci ſtome of admitting 
and Licenceing of common Brewers & Bakers.in 0Ox- 
on is not only ancient , but for the fitnefle thereof 
hath alſo received and had confirmation by Ac of 
Parliament. Neither is it without examples of. like 
nature in the Book-cales , where time hath in- 
dulged the like cuſtome to perſons of qualitie in 0- 
ther places. And this particular right of the Vniver- 
lity hath not many yeares fince beendeclared —_ 

| | ree 
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free and voluntary acknowl-dgment of the Brewers 
of Oxon themſelves, as in due time will be ſhewed 
in writing. | 

2. As torthe Fees of fuch Licences or admiſſions, 
weanſwer, They have been ancichcly paid to ſeve- 
rall officers of the Vniverhity for their paines about 
that buſineſle, & are (as we conceive) in themſelyes 
but moderate,farre ſhort of ſuchFees as are required 
by the Citty,and their members in other like caſes. 
But the Vniverſity claimeth no Fee to their Body 
forany ſuch Grant or Licence. 

3. Weturther conceive it is not 2mproper- for the 
Univerſity to have this right, which (ia all proba- 
bility ) would be worſe praiſed and with greater 
prejudice to the publique,if exerciſed bythe Citryz 
whoſe chiefe Magiſtrates are for the moſt part men 
of the ſame Trades,8& who by ſeverall AQts of Par- 
| liament are prohibited from entermedling with the 
\ Affizing and CorreQion of viQuals; or the defaults 


therein. 
To the Reaſons of the fowerth Grievanc 
We anſwtr. | 


1. The Univerſity never chalengeth, nor did any 
| Vicechancellor ever exerciſe any ſuch power of pul- 


ling downe,or abating,Towneſmen houſes. | | 
2. Astothe two inſtances, weſay,Thoſe houſes 


were both erected by the Citty and thoſe who de-, 
” rivefromtheir Title with :ſuch prejudice to the 
common paſſages adjoyning rhat they were preſen- 


tedatthe Leer as Ny/ances, whereupon they were 
| E ordered 
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ordered to be abated , viz, ſo much of the firſt of 
them as might enlarge the pallage at Smithgare 
(which had been obſtructed by that encroachment) 
to the conveniency of g Coach or Cart.way , and 
what was done by the Vicechanccllor herein , was 
upon the requeſt ofthe Citty, expreſſed in their ler. 
ters tothe Lords of the Privy Councell the 17, of 
April, 1634.by whoſe Order thereupon made the 
overlight of doing thereof was referred to the then 
Vicechancellor, as intruſted with the Care and Cu- 
ſody of the Streets there «; The /econg, torally to be 
demoliſhed, as being moſt notoriouſly diſliked and 
complained of by the whole Countrey and all paſ- 
fengers,to whoſe great danger it was in their travel! 
over Eaſt Bridge, whereupon it was newly ered, 
Uponthe doing thereof the Lords then directed 
that: convenient recompence ſhould be made to the 
Owners of thoſe houſes by thoſe that did abate the, 
which wasin truth the Citty themſclyes, and nor. 
the Univerſity or Vicechancellor, 

V. 
To the Reaſous of the Fift Greivance, 
We anſwers 

'T.. "Thatthe:marter here intimated bythe Petri« 
tioncts(for/it-beaves not any dire chatge af Dyſe 
communing )is an ancient Priviledge of the Uaiverſi. 
ty;albcir rarely practiſed and not but upon great. 
provooation,to which the Univeriſty: ha's\recourſe 
_ ase0 theichaft refugcagainſt the profefied ; Adveria+ 
riesof the publique rights, peace, and good gover-- 
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ment thereof,and thar only by their joyht andlge. 
nerall conſentin Convocation ,' wherein 


ccive our proccedings juſtifrable, 


s.*01 


.: 
: 


wee cort- 


1. Forthatot common right 'trating is free 
for all perſons, where & with whom they pleaſe; 
and the fame meaſure we doe herein mete to the 
Cittizens,they may,and we are content (if they 

lee juſt'caufe) they ſhall mere ro us apaine. 

2, For that the Petitioners doe the like them- 
ſelves not only towards the Univerſity & Privi- 
ledged perſons, but even to members of their 


ownBody. 


2- We further anſwer, That this praQice of the 
Univerfity cannot in congruity ' be conſtrued as 
tending to a Monopoly of Trazins,in the intentions of 
thoſe that aſe jt, who are neither ſo ignorantof their 
own intereſt, nor ſo much enemies to it; as to defire 
any thing morethen an univerfall Freedowe of Traders 
which as it is moſt conſonant ro the nativeliberry of 


every Free man and ro the Common Law ofthe 


Land, ſo would it be more beneficiall ro . Scollers - 
then any other perſons,rhey living wholy upon the 
penny,buying all commodities, bur having nothing 
to ſell, But whether the Petitioners themſelves, bee 
not in an high meaſure guilty ofthat crime , which 
they here obje tothe Univerſity we defire may be 
conſidered, forthat they have got, by /purchaſe or 
otherwiſc,into their hands ſeverall ancient Fayres, & 
Aarkets heretofore uſed to be kept-in Oxon , and 
ſomerimes belonging to ſome Colledeges, and have 
ſuppreſt them ro make way for their owne loie Tra- 
ding in that place; and have of late withont any3iu't 
E 


Warrant 
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warrant, ereted new Corpordtions of particular 
Trades,and by colour thereof engrofle ſuch Trades 
amongſt themſelves,to the great prejudice of other 
Tradeſmen, andthe enhanling of prices upon all. 
manner of buyers, | 


"Th, 


To the Reaſon; of the ſixt Grievance, 
We Anſwer, | 

I. Thatthe 04:16 complained of by the Petitio- 
ners, as to the forme of it, hath been approved and 
ſetled upon folemne debate in Parliament above 
fower hundred years agoe; 

. 2. Whereas they obje againſt it that ir is con» 
ceived in Gewerall termes, We reply, So are all thoſe 
Oathes which are required by the Citry of 0x9» and 
other places of all their Free men , when they are 
firſt enfranchiſed, 10 preſerve the Liverrees of their 
reſpetive Corporations. 

3. Whereas they pretend: ignorance of our Pri- 
viledges, and thereby infinuate how unjuſt it is they 
ſhould Sweare topreſerve them, We anſwer, That 
neither this Oath which we require, nor any othEr 
_ of that kinde which. is conceived in Gemerall rermes 
does, by intendment of Law, bind the takers to an 
tarther obſervance of the"particulars comprehen- 
ded within that generality, then «- they ſhall come To 

their knowleage, And we farther fay, That this rea- 
ſon (ifit beef any force) is much-more pregnant 
- againſt that Oath, which is. uſually impoſed upon 
all the Freemen of 0x0» at: their firſt admittance, to 
maintaine and keep all the Franchiſes, Liberties, and Cu» 

times. 


. 
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fomes of the Citty, to which many ofthem are attas 


gether ſtrangers at the time of their-taking that 
Oath; Whereas none are required or admitted to 
fweare to maintaine the Liberties of the Vniverſity 


+ but a few Cittizens of the Graver ſort, to whom 
by reaſon of vicinity and long coverſation amongſt 


us, the Cuſtomes and Liberties of the Vniverſity 
are ſufficiently knowne, | 

4. Though we doe confeſle af priviledges to be: 
juſt which we claime, yet we neither pretend tobe 
our own JuJgestodetermine, in. poynt of Controe« 
verſy, which are jaſt, neither doe we pretend that the 
Major or any Cittizen is bound to ſweare, or it he 
doc {weire is bound to maintaine all or any Privi- 
ledges barely claimed by the Vniverlity as juſt , ua- 
leſle they be ſo in themſelves, and haye been /awfol- 
l; uſed by the Vaiverlity, And therefore ſince (as is 
cleare by the words of the Oath) we doe not claime 
that the Major and Cittizens ought to: {weare to 
maintaine any other then the /awful{ Priviledges of 


, the Vniverſity, And that it is acknowledged by the 


Petitioners, that the Major is bound by.his-Qath _ 
(and known by common practice, that every-Free- 
man is in like manner bound) to. maintzine of the 
Liberties of the Citty , and that many of thoſe doe 
claſh and ſtand in oppoſition to. divere,-of thole 
which the Vaiverſfity ſo claime,,It,muſt follow,that 
all ach .pretended libertics of the Cirty as doe claſh 
with thoſe Liberties of the - Vniverſity which, the 
Major and Cittizens are required by Oath to main- 
taine, muſt be in themſelves unlawtull. D 
5. Laſtly, we crave leave to obſerve a very pre- 
E 3 poſterous 
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poſterous courſetaken up by the Cittizens' of latter 


tires to overthrow the juſtand ancient Rights of 
the Vniverſicy; bythe new forged Bngites of their 
Citty Oadhs, for firſt they frame an Oarh contrary 
wo 6ur Priviledges, and then complaine of our Pri- 
viledges for being contra1y ro their Oath, 


VII, 
To the Reaſons of the ſtaventh Grievance 
we SN BJ 
That for the great loſſe ſuſtained by the Vniver. 
fity in. 8dward the thirds time by the cruell and 


Lt 


bloody outrage of the Towneſmen againſt the 


rſonsand goods of many thouſands of innocent 
Schollars, the Major Bayliffes and Commonalty 
then centred into two Bonds, one of five hundred 
pounds, and the orher of a 4undred markes yearely to 
the Vniverſity; the former was given up upon the 
Paiment of ffifpounds only, (no way an(werable to 
that loſſe) the ſecond was ſuſpended by an 1dentare 
of Compoſition fo long as the Major and ſixty two 
ſuch Towneſmen as had been fworne that yeare to 
preſerve the Priviledges of the Vniverſity , ſhould 
yearely upon Scholaftica's day repaire; to St Mares 
Church, atd be there preſent at ſach Service as was 
ſuitable'to'thoſe rimes, and ſhould then and there 


_.offer ſixty three pence:which wasto be diſtributed 


two parts tothe poore, and a third to the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh. Upon the Reformation in © necene Eli- 
berths time, by conſent of both Corporations, that 
Service was changed into a Sermon or Communion, 
but the ffering was agreed to be continued; which 
if 


(35) 
ifthe Citty will redeeme the Vniverſity expeas 
Firſt recompence for the remainder of the Mony as 
bated upon that firſt agreement , Secondly, a repara« 
tion for the Scandall of this Article and Grievance, 
there being none more abhorring of Saperſtition 
then they who are herein ch with an engea- 
vour of continuing it, 


VIII, 


T0 the Reaſons of the eight Grievance 
We CAnſwer, 

\ 1+ That the Vnivecſity,by ancient Cuſtome con- 
firmed by Act of Parliament, have uſed to make Jy. 
lawes for the better ordering and government of the 
Vniverſity and Schollars therein z which By-lawes , 
bind not only Schollars but Tradeſmen alſo in rela- 
tion to the Ordering and, Government of Schullars. 
and not atherwiſe, And this pawer is. adjudged in- 
diverſe Booke-caſes tobe binding unto ſtrangers.in/ 
the like caſes, albeit they never actually. conſented: 
by them(glves or any immediate Repreſentatives, 
tothe making of ſuch By-Lawes.. i 391 
2+ Thatthe Petitioners. themſelves in other ca-- 
ſes, doe both claime and exerciſe a like pawer over 
the Eſtates and Perſons. of diverſe, Inbabigangs in, 
0Foanct pttheir Corporation, nor any Waies privy 
or conſenting. their Orders cithgs by rhemiclyes- 


or aty Reprelengatives.. ' 

3. As tothe inftance concerning 7 ay{ars,' we an» 
[wer as, before,, 'Thas we have notmade any By- 
lawes cancerningghgm/bur in, relayap to'the Go- 


vernment of Schotlars; and We-conccive.it ing "on 
nient: 


( 49) 
nient'that it ſhoald bein the power of Tailors to ins 
veagle young Gentlemen into new and*chargealle 
fiſhions in Apparelh, contrary to the defires of their 
Parenrs;tht'direQion of their Tutors, and the pub. 
lique Diſcipline and Order of the Vniverſiry, meer- 
"ty toenhianle their own prices in the making, and 
the Mercers gaines inthe ſelling, of fuch deare bur 
unneceſſary trimmings as this inſtance relates unto; 
And we ſay farther, Thar we know none more guil- 
ty of the Grievance here objected to the Vniverlicy 
then the Tailors of 0xfor4themſelves atc, 


41.X, 


To the Reaſons of the ninth Grievance, 
| We Anſwer, 

x, That the | ry here in Queſtion are 
meerly matter of Law, to which of the two Cor- 
ations, Felony Goods and Drodanes doe of right be. 
ongz The Vniverfity claimes them as granted to'us 
in expreſſe words by an Ancient Charter (the only 
way by which they can begranted) and this Char- 


ter is confirmed by AR of Parliament, and we deny = 


that the Citty have any ſuch Charter precedent to 
ours that does grant'them to the Citty, and upon 
this we are ready to ſubmit toa 'Fryall at Law. 
2. Thatif the Petitioners have no good Char- 
rer for they, «then their havingthe Cuſtody and 
Charge of the Gaole, and the: powet to try the Pri- 


ſoners when they purchaſe ſuch'a Commiſſion , and. 


| their being liable to Eſcapes; will not entitle 'thein 


ro the Goods of Felons (much lef&'ts Deotends) no»: 


thing beirig moreknown and offdinary then for - 
| vera 
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yerall Lords of {Franchiſes to have the Goods of 
ſuch Felons as were their Tenants, who yet are nat 
kept or tryed at their” charges; IN | 
| 3: Weſay though the Citty haye ore Gaole with 
the cuſtody wheceof they are charged,' yet.there is 
another within the Liberties of che Citty anduſed 
by the County, to which the Y niverlity does com- 
mit moſt of their Priſoners, and may doe ſo by 
all, | 

4+ Though they by charged with their Gaole and 
Priſoners, yet is it very little charges'to them : ſuch 
Priſoners as have where-withall being-maintained 
out of their own goods, and ſuch as have not, by 
Almes, eſpecially of the Vniverſity and Col- 
ledges ; the Gaoler in the meane time making a 
good advantage of his place by Fees and other» 
wiſe, Ther 
5. Whatcharges they voluntarily put chem- 
ſelves to inthe tryalls of Felons, is more then they 
need to doe; for ifthe Felons be of che body of the 
Vniverſity, they may be tryed before our Steward 
at our.charges if we pleaſe, And if they, be:not of 
our Body, they may and have been tryed before 
. the Judges of Aiſle and Gaole delivery for the 

County, | 
6. Why ſuch/Perquilites-as are meerely matter 
of profit ſhould be thought by the Cittizens ſo im- 
proper for Schollars tro enjoy, we doe not under- 
ſtand, nor doe we know how they doe or can en- 
gage Schollars in ſuch trouble as is ſurmiſed; 
which the Vaiverſity doe receive by the b_ 

F 
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of their Bailiffs and may (if they pleaſfe') rent them 
outro any other perſon, 
. Allthepretentions of the Petitioners in point 
of convenience doe nothing reſpeR either Deodond; 


the goods of Fugitives, Treaſure Trove,and other par- 


| 


icularswhich are in like manner challenged both 
bythe Univerſity and Cirtty upon the ſame titles as 


Felon; Goods are. 


| þ 
To the Reafons of the tenth Greivance, 
»: Weanſwer and deny thatthe Citty hath any 
by Charter or etherwiſe to fer up Taverys or 
ro Licence the felling of Wine by reraile in 0 x0»; 
nor doth the Stature of 50, Edw. 6ti.cop.5t9.by letter 
or Equity enable them fo to doe, Burthe Univerſi- 
ty both ar the time and long before the making of 
tharSrarmc had and ufed the priviledge of Licen- 
flag and ſuppreſſing of Tavernes in Oxon. And this: 
our Privitedge is ſaved:unto us\, by an expreffe Pro- 
viſoin that Statmee, by virtue whereof we doe juſti- 
fre the inhibiting che City rocreRt Tavern , or Li- 
cence the ſale of Wine by retaile in Oxon. 


z., We further ſay,that in reſpe@ of that power: 
which weclaime and exerciſe over Vintners, Brew . 
ers, Bakers,and other Vitualers,and in the Market, 


and for thoſe ſmall perquiſites 'wee receive thence, 
the Cirtizens are yearly abated, and the Univerfiry 
was anciently charged with a conſiderable part of 
their Fee Porme.remt,, Whereas wee doe not receive 
any conſiderable benefit this way proportionable 
ro what the Citty hath,or claimes to have, as belon- 


ging' 


| 
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gingto their Fee Farme other waics. 


XI 
To the Reaſons of the Eleventh Gretwance 


Weanſwer, x. That it is one of the moſt ancient Li- 
bercies of the Univerſity that the Priviledged per. 
ſons thereof may uſe any Trade and exerciſe any 
 M:rchandize in 0-xford, or the Saburbs thereof as 
freely as any Cittizenzand this hath been confirmed 
anto.us not onely by AR of Patliament, and Judge- 
ment in Parliament, but alſe by Indentures ofCom- 
poſition between the two Bodies, whereby the Pri. 
viledged perſons have been aſcertained that ſhould 
exerciſe ſuch trade and Merchandize 3 whoin that 
regard are to be talliable by ſcot and lot and other 
charges withthe Free-men of the Citty. | 
2. Weedoe not otherwiſe then according to this 
priviledge aſſume power to {et up Trades within 
che Cirry;nor doe we authorize Forreigners to exer- 
ciſe Trades in Oxon,other then ſuch as by the Law 
ofthe Land and Priviledge of the Uaiverfity are 
and ought to beallowed , however ſome of them 
have of late ycares been unjuſtly moleſted by the 
Cittizens for ſo doing» . 
g. Wedeny that the Citty ha's any Charterſo 
confirmed as is pretended to exclude Priviledged 
priviledged perſons from exerciſing lawfull Trades 
and ſelling by retaile within the Cirty, though they 
be not of their Guild , no {uch Charter having hi- 
therto been produced upon tormer Hearings when 
this point has been in debate betwixt us. | 
4. Laſtly we humbly ws ts Libertic can- 
A not 
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not in equity and good conſcience bee taken frony 
Priviledged perſons, who are many of them Butlers 
and Manciples, or other Officers and Servantsto 
the Univerſity and the Colleges and Halls therein, 
having Wives and Children to maintaine , which 
they cannot otherwiſe doc then by Exercifing Jaw. 
full Trades; their {mall wages'& allowances which 
they receive by their reſpective places being ſcarce 
ſufficient to maintaine them in meat and cloatheg 
and other neceſlaries, if they were ſingle perſons 
and had-no other charge. 


To the Concluſion. - 


By what hath been ſaid oneither party we ſup 
pulſe it does ſufficiently appeare that ſome of the 
patticulars in controyerſy betwixzt us (which the 
Vniverfity elaimes as their juſt! and ancient Priv;: 
ledges, and the City complaine of as Grievances) 
doe concerne meerely matter of profizand: zztereſt, 
ro which it our Title be good in Law, we hope they 
will not be-rhought inconvenient for us to/enjoy, 
though rhe Citry deſire to ſtrip us ofthem; And 
becaulc a full hearing and exa& diſcuffion of all 
their andour Charters- and Pretenfions would oc. 
caſion- much trouble to 'this Honorable Commir» 
tee, we therefore humbly pray that we inay be lefr 
re-atryall at Law for all ſuchthings as-are mecrcly 
matter of Title, and not be diſturbed in our poſlcfit- 


ontill we ſhall beevited by Law: - © '-: * 
As ſor other Particulars which concetne matter of 
| h Power 
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Power and . Iuriſdidtion we likewiſe h'imbly deſire; 
Fhat our Right may be cleared and acknowledged 
firſt, and then the matrer of Convenience taken intos 
conſideration z; whereby we hopeir. will appeare, 
that as thoſe Priviledges are j»/? and legall, fo' they 
arc no way exfit, bur abloturely nece.Jary for us ro: 
enjoy, as tending to the acvancementot Picty, Ci» 
vility, and Learning, no way derogatory ro/rhe 
Power of the Civill Magiſtrate, not founded'upon' 
Superſtition or Tyranny, nor inconfiſtent with the 
jult freedome and immunities of the Cittizens. 
Whercin we delire it may be conſidered, That mr: 
ny large immuaities and Priviledges* have! beem! 
granted and arc enjoyed by the Citry in reipeR of, 
the Vniverfity: Toar their principal Benefacors) 
have been members of rhe Vaiverſitys That:tney> 
- receive an ample benefit by ' our continuall com 
merceand trading with them, all or moſt-ot our. 
Revenue coming in from abroad, but expended a- 
mongſt chem: That their Children receive a libe. 
rall education and preferment amongſt us beyond 
the proportion of ather places: Thar, if it were 
not tor the Vniverſity,the Citty of Oxford would be 
but of mean conſideration: That there are many 0- 
ther Cirties, but only one more Uaiverhity in the 
Land,and thoſe two as famous as any in theWorld- 
That the Vniverſities are the publique Nurſeries of 
Religion, Picty, Learning,and* Civility, andrhere- 
fore haveever beca the great Care of Parliaments 
and the Glory of the Nation: That though fome 
ot the Powers claimed and exerciled by the Vni- 
verſity-over the Cittizens may ſeem Grievous to the 


1 Citti- 
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Cittizens, yet are they Neceſſary forus , without 
which ic would be impoſſibic to give a good ac- 
compt of thatgreat truſt which is commirred tous 
for the training up ef youth , upon whoſe educati- 
on not only their own wellfare, but the flouriſhing 
condition of the Common. wealth ( next under 
God) does very much depend. 

We therefore humbly defire and pray, That the 
Goldenrcignes of that ancient Diſcipline, by which 
both the Voiverfity and  Citty have for .ſo many 
hundred of years ſtood and flouriſhed together, 
may not bc let looſe, torhe certain debauching of 
both Bodies, for the carichiong and advantage of 
one;nor be committed to other hands, which would 
{we feare) engage the members of both Bodies in 
centinuall quarreils, and open agapto ſuch ſad 
conſequents, as we ſhall be ſorry to fee but unable 
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